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Interview: The Graduate
By: Sathya Nebhwani

Abderrahmane Ghailani, also known as
Abdu, speaks of his prolonged time at AST.
Currently a senior, along with the Class of
2017, are graduating on May 25. Born and
raised in Tangier, Abdu has been in AST since
2001, as a pre kindergarten student. He has
been a very active student throughout the years
and we wish him good luck for his future
endeavors.
We asked him about his plans after
graduating. “My college plans after high school
is going to be to take a computer science
major. My two options that I’m looking at right
now are Romania and the University of New
England.” During his studies at AST, his
interest was clearly seen as his devotion to
technology has surpassed any other of his
pupils. This year alone, Abdu has contributed
greatly to the community we live in. Firstly,
Abdu helps out in the MakerSpace with Mr.
Chahbandar by creating several videos as well
as creating beautiful posters with the countless
Adobe softwares offered by the school. His
coding skills are also quite remarkable as he
has been chosen to take part in the first
Robotics Competition that will be held this
summer in Washington D.C. representing
Morocco. Abdu is surely going to be a bright
individual in the future, who we can proudly say
has graduated from the American School of
Tangier.
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World News
By: Harris Daoud

The Duke Of Edinburgh and husband
to the Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain has
announced today, May 4th, he will officially
step down from royal duties this autumn. The
soon to be 96 year old monarch will be retiring
on his own advice in order to rest and
recuperate. During Prince Philip's 70 years of
reign he has been a patron, president or
member to no less than 785 organisations. In
addition to this approximately 4 million people
have taken part in The Duke Of Edinburgh
challenge, a challenge to the children of Great
Britain to participate in certain physical and
educational tasks. Tasks which include
community service and hands on activities at
certain laboratories and school. The Queen
regent and the duke will be celebrating their
70th wedding anniversary in November and
this correspondent along with the rest of the
world wish him good health in his retirement.

The US House of Representatives has
passed the American Health Care Act (AHCA)
through its representatives. The bill passed to
a mere 217 of the 216 votes needed to pass.
Most Republicans voted in favour while all
democrats voted against. The AHCA is being
hailed as the bill to repeal obamacare. This
marks a huge leap forward when merely three
months ago the same bill was rejected by
Republicans due to certain provisions. Soon
after the vote President Trump celebrated from
the Rose Garden and stated ,"Make no
We also asked him what he will miss
mistake, this is a repeal and a replace of
most about AST and Tangier. “ Well what I’ll
Obamacare," On the other hand many
miss most about AST and Tangier is very
Democrats feel that this bill will have a
simple, what I’ll miss most about AST is its
negative impact upon the lives of the american
people, its community, its livelihood, what
people. Citing that under obamacare more
people do. Together, its parties, its fun. It's a
than 20 million people gained affordable
community, it's a family, and that's what I'll miss
healthcare. What will happen remains to be
a lot. Tangier, what I will miss the most, clearly
seen as the bill will now passes to the senate
the views, and the environment. I love Tangier
where it may be amended or even outright
and itself, the people, the scenery, everything
rejected.
about it.”, stated Abdu.

New Teachers at AST
By: Ihab El Kerdoudi

Every year, several new teachers
matriculate to AST. Nobody really knows how
they feel about our school or what they want to
do for our school. Nevertheless, it’s never too
late. Ms.Boumghait, Mr. Chahbandar, and
Ms.Hunker were interviewed. They expressed
very positive things about the school and also
told us a little bit about themselves and their
background.
Ms. Boumghait, a Moroccan-American
born and bred in the city of New Jersey, loves
AST. Ms.Boumghait moved to her city of origin,
Tangier, knowing very little information about
AST. She taught in Chams School and the
school of Nilufer. When she heard how AST is
gloriously diversified and the friendliness
between the faculty she immediately applied
for a job here as an upper school English
Teacher. So far, she loves AST. She likes how
our students are motivated and responsible.
She has no plans to move out of Morocco, but
plans to stay in AST for a long time.
Mr.Chahbandar, a Syrian-American
born and bred in River Oaks, Texas, sees a lot
of potential in AST students. He has a degree
in Finance from the University of Texas at
Arlington. When he graduated from college he
decided to follow his heart and work as a
Technologist. He worked as a software
developer and a Maker Space Coordinator. In
AST, he takes care of the Maker Space. He
encourages students from Grade 1 to Grade 12
to thrive in whatever they’re doing and make
the best out of everything. He says that
“Education is free, and it is something that
nobody can take away from you.”
Mr.Chahbandar has no plans to leave AST as
of yet, but says he will only think about leaving
when the Maker Space can survive without
him.
Ms.Ashley, an American from
Cincinnati, Ohio, is a Dance and Theater Arts
teacher in AST. Ms. Ashley loves the creativity
and innovative thinking that many students
have. She has worked on many productions
like “International Day” where students interpret
who they are by dance, a song, or a poem. Of
course, she is planning on working on many
other productions with students in the near
future. Ms.Ashley loves the diversity in AST
and believes that all students have different
gifts and should all reach the core of their
different talents and potential.

Sports
AST MASAC Soccer
Tournament
By: Amine Bellahsni

The long-awaited MASAC soccer
tournament has finally happened ! This soccer
tournament is undoubtedly one of the best
sports trip of the year. This year’s tournament
marked the debut of Coach Ali as senior coach
of the boy’s varsity soccer team. Both boys and
girls were very motivated to do well in this
tournament ; both in their very own ways. Boys
wanted to win their first soccer MASAC
tournament, while the girls wanted to defend
their championship. The motivation was seen
as early as the bus ride towards Marrakesh as
chants were chanted and mellifluous songs
were sung the whole ride towards Marrakech.
Before speaking of the girl’s journey in this
year’s tournament, let’s address the boy’s
situation. The main problem in previous years
was not only the lack of creativity on the pitch,
but also a lack of chemistry within the team.
However, this year was different. Coach Ali’s
regimen brought a whole new philosophy to the
varsity soccer team and laid a foundation which
was very hard to master within two months, but
we did our best on the field ,which showed on
the scoresheets. Although the boys lost all
matches, it was, however, by a very close
margin in each game. The very first game was
one of the most intense games versus the
American School of Marrakesh. Their strategy
was very evident, which was to get a red card
out of us as soon as possible. However, with
the coach’s orders the boys kept their calm and
advanced smoothly through the game until a
controversial goal was given, and a
controversial goal was disallowed from AST.
The games that followed were also very close
games, which ended by a 3-2 victory for RAS, a
2-1 victory for CAS and finally the worst game
of all a hammering from GWA with a loss of
3-0. One must also consider the positives that
came out of these games, which undoubtedly
was the prowess of the youngsters who played
their very first varsity tournament. Camiel Ten
Thijj was one of the youngest ever varsity
player to walk on the pitch at the mere age of
12.

Finally, there were countless amazing
players in this tournament in both teams, but
only one valuable player from the boys and
two valuable players from the girls were to be
chosen. The boy’s most valuable player was
Julian Tischner(11th grade) due to his magical
defensive skills and wonderful goal line
clearances. On the other hand, the girls’ most
valuable players were all in top form this
tournament and these top players are as
follows : Kenza Benessalah(12th grade) and
Chaimae Hassoun(12th grade).

Graduation Coming Up.
What Is the Plan?
by: Ghofrane Benajiba

As you all already know, the upcoming
seniors will soon graduate and go on to
achieve their goals in which they have spent
their whole life preparing for. In addition, the
upcoming graduation will be taking place on
May 25th at 6:00 pm. However, the ceremony
will go through a couple changes from the
traditional AST graduations. Instead of having
The girl’s journey ended up being better off
the graduation ceremony on the soccer field,
than that of the boys. The most admirable
the school decided it would be best to move it
aspect of the girl’s squad was evidently their
to the basketball court. It is said that this will
passion for the game and their never give up
solve many issues that the area of the soccer
attitude. Their very first game was one of such
ferocity that everyone was kept on their feet the field causes and make it easier to have it in
whole game. The girls fought very hard to get a the basketball court. The transition also
occurred to help preserve the new expensive
2-1 win against who turned up to be the
grass that school struggled to get in order for
winners of the competition. Unfortunately,
the AST students to enjoy it.
fatigue caught up with them and they went on
to bottle two crucial games on their way to the
finals. One which ended as a 1-1 draw, and
another which ended in a 1-0 loss. The girls
,however, never gave up and tried to comeback
from their mishaps but unfortunately weren’t
able to even though they won their remaining
games. Unfortunately, their journey did not end
up in a top spot silverware, but they did end up
getting a deserved third place position. As they
say, one simply can’t dominate forever.

AST NEWS
by: Dina Aassoum

This year has been one of great
achievement and change in AST. Change has
reached every aspect of the AST Community,
from new facilities such as the Maker Space
and Dance Studio, to new electives such as
Choir. One of the most drastic changes for
many of us this year has been the revival of the
soccer field. Since our arrival in September, we
watched as our once worn down and patchy
soccer field transformed into a top-quality
playing area for the students. We have also
greatly benefitted from our new school
counselor, Mr. Hamlet, who has helped
countless students get through the year. Of
course, we are also very happy to now have a
Dance Studio on campus. It is because of this
newly installed facility that Ms. Ashley was able
to do such a phenomenal job at producing the
play, A Short History of Nearly Everything. As
for the lower school, there are now smaller
class sizes in grades K-3. The classes have
been divided into two and students were added
to make classes 15-18 students. This year, we
were also very lucky to be introduced to the
MIT program in addition to the Intersession.
Both programs were very educational and
eye-opening to a wide range of students.
Despite the numerous changes our
school has seen this year, there is even more
planned for next year. The school will use the
$500,000 USAID grant money to build a new
wing where the ramp is. The purpose of the
building is to develop a model program that is
engaging for students. It will: expand sciences
(two more labs), music (a proper music room),
community dialogue (e.g. student assemblies
and guest speakers or performers) in a large
room on the second floor the size of three
classrooms overlooking the soccer field. There
will also be a set of 20 Chrome books in the
library, and two other sets on carts for
classroom use. The aim is to get more access
for students to the internet during class time.
We purchased 30 I-pads last month as well so
the tech: student ratio will be much better next
year. Furthermore, to support our guidance
program, and to begin college and career
awareness starting in grade six, we have
purchased a subscription to a program used in
international schools around the world,
called Naviance. This program contains career
exploration, academic and college planning,
and test preparation. The lower school will see
more changes next year as all of the Primary
classes will be moved to the Eastman Primary
Building next year. Students will enter via a
private entrance from a newly renovated gate
behind the school. The KG classrooms next
year will house grades 1 and 2 who are now in
the Eastman building. Also, AST will have its
first designated Middle school next yeargrades 6, 7, and 8. High School will see
significant changes next year as well. There
will be a shift from having all students take the
same courses at each grades level (e.g. all of
grade 11 taking Physics) which will allow for
more choices. (e.g. Business Math in grade 12
instead of Calculus.) In addition, the school
plans to offer more elective courses for the
entire high school, and to provide broader
choice in course selection overall for students.

May 2017 Horoscopes
By: Noufissa Guennoun

Scorpio
Aries
Focus, focus, focus. With the Sun marching through
Taurus turn your attention to the essentials: how you
organize your time, your basic school obligations and key
student- teacher relationships. For the first three weeks of
the month, skip the time-sucking extracurricular
activities. Streamlining your schedule helps you feel
grounded. Your self-esteem will spike when you handle
your studies like a #boss.
Taurus
Get ready for your spring awakening! The Sun is in
Taurus and your first house of self until May 20—prime
time for putting your passions on the front burner. Clarify
your birthday wishes and intentions for the year ahead,
because they’re getting some extra solar power now. This
is no time to be humble or self-sacrificing.
Gemini
Pace yourself, Gemini. Until May 20, the Sun is in
Taurus and your sleepy twelfth house, slowing your roll
considerably. Rest up before your birthday season comes
on full force. Tend to yourself and your inner world for
the first three weeks of the month.
Cancer
Arms wide open, Cancer! The Sun is soaring through
Taurus, heating up your eleventh house of community,
social activity and teamwork until May 20. Use your
excellent people skills to stand out in school or forge
interesting new friendships.
Leo
With the Sun blazing through Taurus and your tenth
house of achievement until May 20, you may discover a
newfound appreciation for your trials and errors. Your
efforts, successful and otherwise, DO add up in the long
run. And this month, a leadership position offer may
materialize to prove it.
Virgo
Cast a wide net, Virgo! The Sun is soaring through
Taurus and your expansive ninth house until May 20,
inspiring you to broaden your reach. Whether you travel,
sign up for a class or engage in mind-blowing
conversations, you’re pumped to explore all of life’s
possibilities. Forget about planning now—just focus on
the broad strokes and visionary ideas without editing or
censoring yourself. Let yourself dream and explore
without an agenda.

Embrace the power of partnership this month, Scorpio.
Until May 20, the Sun is swinging through Taurus and
your seventh house of one-on-one relationships, setting
the stage for compromise and collaboration. Where
could your plans go further by teaming up? In love and
school, your closest alliances grow stronger when you
focus on win-win scenarios. Bring balance back to your
closest ties. If issues come up, be diplomatic instead of
domineering. Don’t railroad anyone into following your
agenda—or let anyone squeeze you into their plans.
Sagittarius

Get down to business, Archer. Until May 20, the
Sun is marching through your organizational sixth
house, making you an efficiency machine. Use
your extra-keen powers of analysis to make
targeted tweaks to your routines and processes.
Devote time to refining and revamping your most
basic systems. Then bring on the spring cleaning!
Sort through old clothes and wipe away the dust
bunnies on your bookshelf. If you’ve got a green
thumb, which many Sags do, plant a window box
with herbs, or if you have outdoor space, do some
gardening.
Capricorn
“If you ask me what I came to do in this world, I, an
artist, will answer you: I am here to live out loud.”
These words from French novelist Emile Zola may just
speak to your soul as the Sun blazes through Taurus and
your fifth house of passion, creativity and joie de vivre
until May 20. Clear your calendar and have some
spontaneous fun!
Aquarius
Nest and rest, Water Bearer. Until May 20, the Sun is in
Taurus and your domestic fourth house, nudging you to
slow your roll. Ease into the spring season with a lighter
social calendar, and hunker down at home. Stock your
kitchen with favorite comfort foods. Cozy up on your
couch with a page-turner or just zone out to your
favorite playlist. Nurturing activities will be the most
soul-soothing. Invite your inner circle over for a night of
heart-to-heart bonding. Whatever your relaxing pleasure,
Chez Aquarius is THE place to be!

Pisces
Keep your devices charged, Pisces. The Sun is spinning
through Taurus and your hyper-communicative third
Libra
house until May 20, bringing non-stop information and
Exit stage left, Libra. With the Sun in Taurus and your
invitations your way. It seems like everyone and their
intimate eighth house until May 20, privacy beckons.
Your sixth sense is especially sharp, which is part of what pet puggle wants to share their news and get your input.
Meanwhile, you’ve got plenty to say yourself! Don’t
makes too much extroversion difficult.
keep your million-dollar ideas—or even your outlandish
opinions—under wraps. People will be hanging on your
every word, so speak up.

WEATHER FOR THE WEEK
Monday - 22 * Sunny
Tuesday - 27 * Breezy with increasing clouds
Wednesday - 28 * Sunny & Breezy
Thursday -28 * Mostly Sunny-Graduation Day
Friday - 27* Clearing
Saturday - 27 * Sunny
Sunday - 25 * Partly Sunny

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AST
GRADUATES (from the AST Falcon Times
News Team)!!!

